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r The Sun
on
Wilh glacieß melting and snow pacl$ shrinking, ski resorls in the European Alps are
frving fo sfav ahead of global warming bV lransforming fheir r€sorfs with colossal spas,
sleek archifecfure and other off-sloDe afiracfions. reDorls Cis€la Williams.

THE SUN rvAS GT-AXING DOWN ON
the Swi$ Alps. Blonzed 3o-somethings
in desisne! suqlerses dd tight T-shirts
*re draped ove. erlrala.te louDge.hairs
that lined the deck. Eurc-pop msic
played fiom multiple speakeß d fetchins
young Mite6 sened er?ensive bottles of
champagne and cheese plat6. lt misht
have been Aü8!sr at a Nikli Beeh Club
except for the splotches of snow, mountain
vista and ovetuorked snow machines.

fr n * .y r""ona any ut the slamororc

swimming pools of thc l\chuggen Grand
Hotel's iutüristic.c$ spd-

Could this bc the foturc ofAlpine
skiing? With ghciers nl.lting ind
snow packs shrinkins, ski rcso.is in
thcAlps det4ing to staj ahead of
global \raming, not only bI installing
nore snomaliDs suns, blt dso bl
trmsfominstheir rcyfis with colo$al
spß, sleek arclitecturc ud othe. o]l-

Big-n.me ar.hit..ts like Zah Hadid
.re designing high altitrdc ski leatu6.
Shopping centEs are sonrg up o.
nountain peak. And lancr$le hot€ls li\e
th. Ischusse. Grand {re bc.onins all-
$cather resorrs, in irs crsc br dddins a $30

nrillion, l.ooo-square-meh c spä desiSned

by lhc Ssiss arcbiteci, Mffio Bona,

\\j}i[ ski resorts tbrcughout Eurcpe

n.e nlncrdble t rising tedpddtures,

SNitzerland hab€nleading th. Nr) Nith

sercDl pion€nng architectural non ski

attEctions. In Davos, bome ofibcWorld

DconoDric Forun, everylne is dking about

thc sp&edripiike Intercontirontd Rcsort

dcsisned by the eco-]äendly urhitcct

Mrttco Thun an elliptiol-sh{pcd

cotrrplex with 136 lNury hotcl u)nN,

tusnl.Dtial apafi mcnts, shops. conlirerce

ru)nrs ind, ofcouße, a \61spr. The

con,plcx, sbich Thun @lk a nNplaDeti

is cxtcLtcd to open i.2Or0 nDd will be

pütly built froN lo@l ü.te.ials.

Arosa ski .esort in edtem Swirzerlind
and I had yet ro hit the slopes. lnstead, I
q6 jostling witl Chanel-toting Europeans
for sun chairs at Arosas mountiintop

i '
ä .estauranr and iloäting in the glittedng
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Two designs in Austna by Zaha Hadid - the Ski Jump at Berqisel
mountain (top) and ths Nodpark Cable Railway in neaüy

'A lot ofpeople are telling us: You gürs

are doing fine because you re far abore
the oiti.al hcight line where ski ares
wil have a problemi'said Armin Egger,

former director of Düvos Tourism. "But
lve knowifabout 40 per cent ofskiing
ded in the lturopean Alps will be gone

in 50to lOOyeärs, then Ne will halc a

Tl,at pojDt rva! hamnered home at ä

UN conference about climate change and

toudsmheld in D^vos in late 2oo7

"Iftemperät!fes continue to risc,
irtificial snosmakint sill beeme less

ard le$ elficient-- said Shedtn -A.8rawala,
a @nfeence spealer $ho recentlr

edited astudr Clidar. Chüge in rhe

Eurcpean -{pi tb. the Organisation fol
Econoft ic Coop$ation and Delelopment.
a Parisbtued g.o!p ofJ0 indunnal
nations-'Alpine rtso.ts. .speiali] at loN

altitudes, are dseloping oth.r reyenu€
oPPortunities that don i require sDos']

For the S$iss ski lillage of Zematt, tbat

means more sp6 aDd conference tourism,
even though thevillage is high enough to
be safe ftom cunent wnrning conditions.
'fhe resort is constructing a 122 metre

hish glN-ard-sleel p) ramid on top
of LiBle Mätlerhorn, the hithest point

in the Ä!s reachablc bl cable ca. The
p}tmid is to be 6lled with restiurdnts, a
conference centre, swinmins pools and
a! obsewation deck at a! an-thinning
4,000 metres abole seÄ level.

'Some psple think it s geat dd otheß
think it3 ä s@ndal," said HeiM Julen, the
archirect \rho d€signed the p$mid, \thich
be olls tle DreaD Peak. "Even ifwe don't
hare d many gläcieß in 50 yeaß, this arc.
\ill still )ave a wonderiü lands@pe."

Some Zematt hotcls sa,y they m ilreädy

Ieelin8 the efects of sk,bri rvading.
Roman Codin4 th€ mmaSin8 diftctor of
Otunia a nodem nountain lodge in the

ccntre of toM, said he hs seen a spike in
snnnner visitors, nostly uüan dwelleß
seeking to .ool of fsm the hot Eurcpean
cities. To attract a yoonger, le$ sporry

cro$ d, the rä old hotel featura a lar8€

sp4 complete sith a s\imning p@l ihat
ovedook tbe quaint to$n.

AUSTRIA lS not far behind Srdtzeddd
when it .omes to investing in attention-
grabbins architecture. Hadid. $ho built
r nEtallic snake of a ski jump at Bergisel
nountain. hadjust completed a shiny,
sculptunl tuniculd for the Nordpdk Cable

Blihey in nearbr Innsbruck tbat wbisk

visitoN from the city ceDtre up 2.300
metres to Hu.gerbu€ allyear rcund.

Over-the+op spas ärc äho sprcutinS in
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the Austrian Alps. At Aqua Dome, a 140-
room nodern spa botel near the glacier

ski rcsorr ol Solden in western Ausfia, it s
hard to miss the three enormous concrcrc
bowls that resemble outdoor birdbaths.
Each contäins a ditrerent soaking
experjence I one is a supeßize rvhidpool
tub. the second hd a battcrl oi mdsagc
jets, dd thc third is filled with saltwater
ddhs piped in undemater music.
Inside, a dome töpped spa hs two mo.e

GERMAN SKI r.sorß, on the oth€r
hand, are at the 1o$€st dltitude and
rherefore nost at risk ftom nsing
temleratures, accordnrg to the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development, But some gtrcsts don't
seenr to be too concerncd about the

At D6 K.anzbach, a ne$'spa resort
nea. the popular s}j rcsort of zusspitze
in southem Gernanr., skieß can skip
theslopcs and lounge in asleeksla
with mod€.n \Yood lines ard a gras
root Desisned br the Bdtish designcr
Ilse Crasford, the rcsort ws the tbner
count!- 6ile ofthe English aristooat,
Marr Potman, who built a series of
English-inspired grey stone buildinss

Iraditional chalet stj'ling norv competes
with purple veh€t chai6 and silveD'

Outdoor spa bowls at Aqua Oome,
in the otztats Alps of Austria.

$allpäper On a rveelend in summer

2oo7 just t@ montns after its opening,

D4 KranT-bach wG bumming wirh

fdhionable couples lzins around a

mee ofindoor and ouldoor pools-

As the sun beSan to se! the dowd

movcd to the speious dinin8 room,

where they savoured a firc-couße menu

rhat included duck samosA and veDisoD

scß€d sith chestnuts.

Three montbs latel despite a blankct of

snow tbat covered the sunounding 360

desre landscale ofmountains, the guesls

at Dd kanzbach rvere not planning to hit

thc slopcs an tide soon. They p.efered to

admiF thc $hite capped peal$ from the

t


